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Enabling Military to Military
Cooperation

on Academic Research

A policy brief from webinar 24 June 2021

Introduction

On the 24th of June 2021, the Iraqi
Strategic Studies & Research Center
(SSRC) and the Royal Danish Defence
College’s (RDDC) Center for Stabilisation
(CFS) held the webinar “Enabling Military
to Military Cooperation on Academic
Research”. The webinar was conducted
in close cooperation with NATO Mission
Irag (NMI) and NATO's Defence
Education Enhancement Programme
(DEEP) for Iraq. The webinar was part of
an academic cooperation, which had its
first webinar in April 2021. The
cooperation seeks to promote SSRC
international academic collaboration as
well as identifying sustainable avenues
for security sector reforms (SSR) in Iraq.

The objective for the webinar was to
promote capacity building by enhancing
international cooperation on military
education  within Iraqi  security
institutions based on academic research.
The webinar was participated by

personnel from the Defence University
for Higher Military Studies, Denmark, the
Czech Republic as well as NMI. The
programme consisted of two sessions,
respectively titled “Sectarian Violence,
and its lead to Terrorism, Origins,
Evolution and Violence” and “Iraq’s
Security Sector Reform and National
Security Strategy”.

The President of the Iragi Defence
University for Higher Military Studies,
staff Lieutenant General Saad Al-Allaqg,
held the opening speech, which was
followed by introductory remarks by the
Director of SSRC, staff Brigadier General
Ahmed Ali Hussain Tememi, and Director
at CFS, David Vestenskov. The first
session focused on sectarianism motives
and preventions  efforts,  where
presentations were delivered by Dr.
Haider Asskar, Ph.D. at SSRC, and Dr.
Dominika Kosarova, Ph.D. at the Czech
Centre for Security and Military Strategic
Studies. The second session focused on
how SSR initiatives can be used to




improve the national security strategy,
where presentations were delivered by
Dr. Qais Nafil, Ph.D. at SSRC, and Mr.
Christian Hgj Hansen, Head of Section at
CFS.

The  webinar presented  several
interesting perspectives on strategical
approaches on countering extremism
and SSR efforts that can be applied to
enhance academic cooperation between
the SSRC and defence colleges from
NATO member countries. The next step
for the SSRC-RDDC cooperation will be to
conduct a third webinar in September
2021 and a physical seminar in Baghdad
at the end of the year. The webinars and
seminars will be conducted as part of
NMI’s efforts to strengthen Iragi security
institutions and will be financially
supported by the Danish Peace and
Stabilisation Fund.

Extremism and radicalisation

Dr. Haider focused on the definition of
sectarianism, and the difference between
sectarianism and terrorism. He
addressed the drivers of sectarianism,
which are connected to political, social,
cultural and economic factors and
developments. These developments lead
to marginalization and exclusion of
societal groups with society-wide
consequences such as violations of
human rights, illiteracy, poverty, and
unemployment. The presentation
concluded that efforts should be directed
towards improved education and media

programs targeting extremism as part of
a larger strategy on improving the
prospect for creating a more stable and
secured Iraq.
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Dr. Dominika Kosarova followed with a
presentation that focused on the means
of radicalization with a special focus on
the tools used by extremists to radicalize
people. She distinguished between push
and pull factors. Push-factors included
marginalization, discrimination, and crisis
of identity, while pull-factors included
collective identity and religious zeal. It
was suggested that countering
radicalization should be folded into three
prevention factors: censorship on social
media, strategic communication to the
citizens, and information sharing about
extremism through the educational
system. These factors should revolve
around detection and deradicalization,
where detection should focus on
recognition of signs of radicalization,
while de-radicalization should focus on
reintegration into the society.




Iraq’s Security Sector Reform
Dr. Qais al-Rubayaa focused on the Iraqi
security sector with a specific focus on
the security strategy and the security
providers in Irag. He differentiated
between different internal challenges to
national unity, administration and Iraq’s
finances. It was emphasized that a
clarification and implementation of the
Iraqi national security will help determine
realistic objectives that can be used to
promote a successful national security
policy. This strategy should be based on
political  management, chain  of
commands, and executive authority,
where agreements between horizontal
and vertical relations can improve
integration and reconciliation in the Iraqi
society. Lastly, it was highlighted that the
national security strategy should focus on
initiatives based on integrity and
transparency principles that can establish
an armament system for Iraqi armed
forces and the military institution in
particular.
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Mr. Christian Hgj Hansen focused on the
main challenges that affect the prospect
of improving and implementing SSR in
Iraq. It was stated that in order to
produce a comprehensive and
sustainable national security strategy, it
is essential to improve the internal trust
and reconciliation between the different
security actors in Iraq. In this context, he
presented a historical example that could
be used as an inspiration in terms of the
Home Guard in Denmark, which
integrated freedom fighter groups into
the Danish security system after World
War 2. The historical example illustrated
that it is not always necessary to include
all security actors into the formal security
forces to ensure coherence and
reconciliation within the overall security
structure.




